
 

Mission Statement: We partner with parents providing a Catholic school rooted in the gospel 

teachings of Jesus Christ, modeled by Mary our mother, encouraging a virtuous life following 

the Catholic faith and pursuing academic excellence. 

  

MARIAN MESSENGER 

December 6, 2018 

Week ïAt ï A - Glance 

Friday, December 7, 2018  × 7:30 Band  
× 8:30 All School Mass; gr. 8  

× First Friday Food Drive  
× Popcorn Day; $.50 per bag  

× Sports Eligibility Check  

Monday, December 10 , 2018  × Morning Prayer; gr.  2 
× 3:15 -4:15 Homework Help  

× 3:30 Super Builders Robotics  

Tuesday, December 11 , 2018  × Spirit Wear Day  

× 7:30 Band  
× $ for Chili Lunch due/$2.00  

× 4:30 Boysõ Basketball at Emerson 

Wednesday, December  12 , 2018  × 8:30 Elementary  Mass; gr. 4 

× Salsarita Day ; pre -ordered  
× Vision and Hearing Screening  
× 9:30 Gr. 6 Reconciliation  

× 10:50 Grs. 4/5 Reconciliation  
× 3:15 All Food Donations in for 

Christmas Food Baskets  

× 7:00 6 -8 Master Builders Robotics  



 

Thursday, December  13 , 2018  × Tarps down and Stage Set up at 

drop off. Volunteers NEEDED  
please  

× Principal of the Day Isabella 

Wittrup  
× 3:15 -4:15 Homework Help    
× 3:15 Childrenõs Choir 

× 4:30 JV and Varsity Boysõ 
Basketball at St. Paul  

× 8:00 Auction Meeting  

Friday, December  14 , 2018  × 7:30 Band  

× 8:30 All School Mass; gr. 5 
× Chili Lunch pre -ordered  

 

LUNCH INFORMATION 

Grades 6 -8 Lunch 11:30 -12:00  

Grades K -5 Lunch 12:05 -12:45  

Please provide your s tudents  with  everything they need  to eat their 

lunch; plate, eating utensil, napkin, drink , condiments  

 

Principal  Notes   
Adopt a Family: God is good all the t ime!  We raised $650.00 for our family of 

three little ones!  Thank you so much for all of your generous donations.  This 

family was asking for basic needs and coloring books.  We were able to provide 

what they needed , and some fun  things too because of your generosity! All the 

time God is good!  

Chili Lunch: Lunch will be on Friday, December 14 and will consist of a bowl 

of chili, corn muffin, and apple slices.  The cost is $2.00; money is due by 

Tuesday, December 11 th. Please mark the envelope with your childõs name. 

Thank you again to Cathy Phipps and her fabulous crew for caring for us!  

WE WILL BE PUTTING THE TARPS DOWN AND THE STAGE UP IN THE 

GYM ON THURSDAY, DECEMBER 13 DURING  DROP OFF.  Mrs. Kinsey  



 

COULD REALLY USE SOME EXTRA HANDS TO GET THIS DONE QUICKLY.  

IF I GET ENOUGH HANDS WE COULD HAVE IT ALL READY IN AN HOUR 

OR LESS!  We will pick the stage and tarps back up on Wednesday, 

December 19 th  right after Mass about 9:20.  Anyone who c an assist would 

be greatly appreciated.    

School Safety Grant :  Upgrade planning is already in the works.  We will be 

getting a video buzzer at the front door (the parish will also  be purchasing one 

too), security film for all doors, and trauma kits for hallways, office, and 

classrooms.   This project is supported by the Competitive School Safety Grant Program, 

awarded by the State of Michigan and administered by the Michigan State Police (MSP).  Points 

of view or opinions contained within this document do not necessarily represent the official 

position or policies of the State of Michigan or MSP.  

Looking Ahead:  
December 18 th : Christmas Band and Music Concerts 7:00  pm  The King and 

Me presented by St. Mary Catholic School . 
 

December 18 th  Christmas Bake Sale.  This will take place after the Christmas 
concert.  All donation happily accepted.   
 

January 5 th  Knights of Columbus Free Throw Contest Boys and Girls  
 
January 12 th  Boysõ Basketball Tournaments begin at St. Thomas and St. Paul 

 
January 15 th  NWEA Winter Testing Begins  

 
January 18 th  7:00 Daddy Daughter Dance  
 

January 25 th  Spelling Bee  
 

February 2 nd  Auction Night òUnder the Stars at the Country Fairó 
 
February 15 th  7:00 Mother Son Dance  

 
 
Auction: Our AUCTION MEETING JANUARY 10. WILL BEGIN AT 8:00 PM AFTER 
THE KIDS ARE IN BED!  
 

Dress Down Day : The 7th grade class is sponsoring a dress -down day on 

Tuesday, December 18.  Any student who wishes to participate should bring in 

$1 and give it to their homeroom teacher.  Thank you for your participation in 



 

this dress down day, as well as our other ones  throughout the school year.  The 

funds raised will help the seventh graders pay for their BaySail trip in May.  

Thank you for all that you do to make St. Mary School a great place to be!  

Peace, Veronica Kinsey  

Classroom News  

7 th  Grade  
In the seventh grade, we are keeping very busy as we move through Advent and 

on to the Christmas season.  In religion class, we are studying the liturgical 

season of Advent and creating Advent symbols of Christ.  The focus of our 

math classes has been prop ortional relationships, and we will be using the idea 

of proportionality to solve problems with rates and with similar figures.  In life 

science, we are learning about cellular communications and transport of 

materials; next, we will be looking at the leve ls of organization in living things.  

In social studies, we are learning about the Central American countries.  In 

English, we are studying the elements of basic sentence structure, and in 

literature, we are reading a most appropriate novel for this time o f year, òA 

Christmas Caroló by Charles Dickens.   

We want to wish all of the St. Mary families a most blessed Advent and a 

joyous Christmas!  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

FYI  
Virtue of the Week      

PERSEVERANCE  meaning: Taking the steps necessary to carry out objectives 

in spite  of difficulties  

LOOKS LIKE: Continuing to do some thing even when it is difficult, Continue to 
try  something even when it is hard, Jesus carrying the cross, Calmly doing 

somethi ng again after making a mistake, Taking the time to do school work 

neatly and thoroughly  

SOUNDS LIKE: I am going to keep practicing. I will get it next time.   I am going 
to keep trying. I wonõt give up.  Jesus, help me to carr y my cross for the love of 

you.  I will  try it again. I wonõt give up.  I will take the time to do my work w ell.  

HEBREWS 12:1 ð2 

Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also 

lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with 

perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer and 

perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, 

despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.  

Project Healthy Schools Wellness Tip :  Lack of sleep can reduce your ability 

to fight infections. Stay healthy by getting 8 hours of sleep every night. As long 



 

as you exercise two hours before bed, exercise can improve the quality of your 

sleep.  

Carry this thought in your heart as a guide for y our faith 

journey this week.  

Baruch 5:1 -9     Luke 3:1 -6 

The announcement made in the Old Testament reading is cause for 

celebration. Jerusalem is told to take off the garment of sorrow and put on 

forever the beauty of the glory of God. We are given a sens e of relief and 

excitement. It is time to rejoice in Godõs promise of salvation. 

In the Old Testament reading the people of Israel return to the holy city, 

Jerusalem, like royalty, robed in justice. Once in mourning and misery, Israel 

is now being led  with joy in the light of the glory of God.  

Cause for hope in the saving presence of God is also found in the gospel 

reading. In t his  gospel we are introduced to a most fascinating character, John 

the Baptist. In the wilderness John receives the word of Go d. And with total 

conviction and single -hearted determination, the prophet proclaims a baptism 

of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.  

 

The gospel writer quotes Isaiah 40:3 -5 when describing the role of John the 

Baptist in preparing the way for Christõs coming. This description of John the 

Baptist has us look forward to the coming of the Lord whom he announces.  

The coming of Jesus is a saving event for all people. During the season of 

Advent we take to heart the message of John the Baptist ñto make straig ht our 

path and prepare for the coming of the Lord.  

¶ What are some things that lead you off the path of goodness?  

¶ How can you avoid those things in order to make straight your path this 

season of Advent?  

¶ Where do you find hope this Advent season?  

¶ What can y ou do to help others find hope?  

òThrough the prophets you taught us to hope for salvation.ó 



 

The prophet John the Baptist announces the promise of salvation. John the 

Baptist directs us to the object of our longing. He points the way to Jesus, our 

hope. The  Church considers John the Baptist to be the prophet who shows the 

world its savior.  

During the season of Advent  we watch and wait. We hope in the promise of 

salvation. The message of salvation, impressed upon us by the prophets, 

makes us who we are this advent --  a people preparing for the day, hoping in 

Godõs promise. 

¶ How are you preparing for the coming of Jesus this Advent?  

¶ What helps you to keep the focus on Jesus during the season of Advent?  

¶ How can you show your gratitude to God for the promise of salvation?  

The Gospel in Life  

Let the Christmas decorations you see this week fill you with gratitude and 

hope as you prepare for the coming of Jesus.  

 

CHRISTMAS IS COMING!  

We are looking for children 2nd - 8th grade, to 

participate in the 4:00 pm Christmas Eve Mass. 

There are 2 MANDATORY Rehearsals on Dec. 13th 

and 20th from 3:30 -4:15. You will need to arrive at 

3:15  on Christmas Eve for warm up and 

preparation.  

Participation will include  

A Christmas procession to welcome the Christ 

Child , if younger siblings would like to participate in 

this then sit with their parents they would be 



 

welcome to. (Children will be carrying stars and 

battery powered candles, which if anyone has extra 

at home we would be grateful to borrow)  

Music / Singing  

Readers for the Mass  ð these will be selected from 

the upper classmen.  

Servers  / Greeters  

If you would like to participate please contact 

Kathleen Rea at krea@stmarypinckney.org   

Include child(rens) nam es and grades please. Thank 

you . 

mailto:krea@stmarypinckney.org


 

              

 

 



 

Holiday Food Drive  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It’s time for our annual Holiday Food Drive. Over the next few weeks, 

we are asking for donations to help with the Men's Club Christmas 

Baskets. St. Mary's Men's Club provides food baskets each year to 

those families in need during the holidays. 

Once again, we have broken the items down per class to spread out 

the items needed. Please have all food items turned in by 

Wednesday, December 12th. If you have any questions, please feel 

free to call Lisa Wack at 810-231-6116. God Bless You! 

** Please check the expiration date on ALL food items 

that you send in. We are not allowed to give out any 

expired food. Your support is greatly appreciated. 

Preschool 4th Grade 

Canned Fruit (peaches, pears, applesauce) Macaroni and Cheese 

Kindergarten 5th Grade 

Juice Canned Chicken 

1st Grade 6th Grade 

Boxes/bags of Stuffing Pancake Mix/Syrup 

2nd Grade 7th Grade 

Soup, Beef Stew Spaghetti/Pasta Sauce 

3rd Grade 8th Grade  

Mashed Potatoes Peanut Butter/Jelly 

Catholic Social Services would like us to donate boxes of cereal for the 

seniors 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

JANUARY SALSARITA ORDER DUE 9:00 AM ON DECEMBER 21   


